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As for the Rwanda Banana Fiber Project that I explained in the previous volume of the Monthly Rwanda, the crowdfunding
campaign at the English website did not go well unfortunately. Thus, my wife Yuri decided to begin another crowdfunding
campaign at a Japanese website. We are very glad to see the project proposal has received a lot of support already. However,
more financial contribution is highly appreciated. The campaign will end

in about one week, so please kindly visit and check out the website now! .
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https:/ /readyfor.jp/projects/Bananafiberweavingtraining

<Advantage of accumulated capitals>

I think we can say in general that people in developed countries are living in a better condition than in developing countries.
However, it is very dangerous to think that people in developed countries are living in a better condition because the people have
better capacity individually. A major difference between developed countries and developing countries is a level of accumulation
of various types of capitals such as infrastructure capital (e.g. roads, buildings, transportation systems, and access to the internet),
human capital (e.g. a chance of people to be able to receive basic or advanced education), institutional capital (e.g. stability of the
political system), and financial capital (e.g. how much of money you can receive from your patrents for childhood living and
education). Without accumulation of those capitals in the past through painstaking efforts by our older generations, we can never
enjoy a high standard of living even in developed countries. Thus, I believe that people’s potential capacity is basically the same
globally if we exclude those accumulated capitals.

However, at the same time, I sometimes feel a strong stress by living in Rwanda as the difference of those accumulated capitals is
too severe. There is no stable internet connection, power cut happens often, many children are facing a difficulty to receive even
basic education (mainly due to financial constraint), the government is still new and the institutions and rules change too often,
and the majority is so poor that even finding daily staples is a regular challenge. This is a stress to me because 1 cannot enjoy a
comfortable living standatrd that I would have in Japan, but also this is a stress because, in many occasions, I feel myself useless to
help accumulate those necessary capitals. Well, maybe a very small contribution is made, but the gap is too big and I can’t cleatly
see improvement of the living standard through my involvement.

At the same time, I often think that people living in developed countries should not be too confident about our capacity and daily
efforts to increase the capitals are critical. There was one incident as an example. I was playing tennis with a young Rwandan
tennis coach, and he was shouting rather loudly when he hit balls. Then, local children looking at our play found the shout funny
and began mimicking the shout and teasing the coach. What happened under the situation was that our ball boy, another young
guy with no relationship with those children, found the attitude of those children and persuaded them to stop teasing the coach
because it was a bad manner. I was quite impressed. These days, even adults in Japan often hesitate to give advice to younger
generations especially when they are strangers. People think younger generations are sometimes reckless and violent (as they are
frustrated by anxiety to the society), and giving advice might cause us a trouble instead. But as the example shows, people in
Rwanda keep good intention to secure basic discipline as a good society. People in developed countries tend to think that this
kind of discipline should be maintained by the police or school teachers, but 1 believe Rwandan approach is healthier as a
collaborated community. Also, I have never seen young people are loitering in Rwanda. This is amazing to see as their livelihoods
must be much more difficult than those for young generation in Japan. They seem to be stress-relieving only at very limited
occasions such as football matches, wedding ceremonies, and church mass. These cases clearly indicate that original capacity of
people in developing countries (or their institutional capital as a community) is not only equal to that of people in developed
country but is sometimes supetiot.

What I want to say here is that although capital accumulation takes time, the accumulation is only possible though continuous
efforts. Thus, if people in developed countries misunderstand that our accumulated capitals are enough and no more efforts are
necessary (or if we think that our accumulated capitals are definitely superior than those in developing countries), people in
developing countries like Rwanda will overtake us sooner or later. We, people in developed countries, ate fine to be proud of
accumulated capitals made by our older generations, but we should not forget that we need to add up more capitals by our
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E-waste inventory study I mentioned in the
Monthly Rwanda vol.79 is completed.
Although it was an individual contract with
the Rwandan government, the work was very
time-consuming by mobilizing more than 50
enumerators and having interviews with more
than 400 individuals and institutions
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