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My article on Rwandan national efforts to eradicate asbestos (ref: Monthly Rwanda vol.58 and 63) has been published in an
academic journal (both its abstract and full text are available online):

http:/ /www.skyjournals.org/sjssem/Abstract/2014/Oct/ Toshikazu.htm

This journal might not be well known and I don’t know how many readers exist globally. But I am happy if this article could
formally record what is happening in Rwanda on asbestos issues and if some other African countries could show interests in
joining this mission of protecting citizens from asbestos health harm.

<Going abroad>

Although categorized as one of the least developed countries, Rwanda also has a quite number of citizens who spend their
precious money and go abroad.

The most popular destinations are neighboring countries. Uganda, Kenya, Burundi and Tanzania are especially popular as they
are member countries of the East African Community (EAC), economically integrated regional framework in the East Africa
including Rwanda. Those countries are even reachable by bus. Also, as a landlocked and natural resource scarce country, Rwanda
needs most trade to be done through sea ports in Kenya (Mombasa) and Tanzania (Dar es Salaam). Thus, many Rwandans go
there for trading business. However, as for finding a working place, more neighbor country people are coming to Rwanda than
Rwandans visiting neighboring countries. This is because the average labor wage is higher in Rwanda than other EAC countries
influenced by its generally higher commodity price. A while ago, a Kenyan banker working in Rwanda explained to me that he
preferred to work in South Sudan as a lot foreign investment including UN development funds was coming in and people could
expect good salary, but he could not obtain the chance and chose to come to Rwanda as his second best option.

Studying abroad is also popular to acquire better carrier opportunities. Not only in their 20s but many 30s of age try to find the
chance especially by securing scholarships. The North America and Europe are still popular destinations, but Asian countries
such as China, India, and Singapore are getting more and more popular. I was once told by a friend working at the Presidential
Office that he received Rwandan government scholarship and instructed by the president himself not to go to Western countries
but to Singapore as Rwanda has a lot to learn from a Singaporean way of national administration. He joined a business school in
Singapore. Chinese and Indian universities are popular among the students who cannot secure scholarship, too as the tuition is
relatively reasonable. A Chinese language course was established at a national university several years ago in Kigali. In Africa,
South Africa, Uganda and countries in West Africa are most common places to go for studying. In Europe, I was told that there
were a lot of then-students who got scholarships to study in then-USSR during the cold war, so some people in 40s or older can
speak Russian. Germany and Belgium have also strong ties with Rwanda as they once colonized Rwanda. Some people still go
there to seek master’s degrees.

Dubai in the United Arab Emirates is a popular place for Rwandans to purchase high tech or fancy goods such as second-hand
cars and heavy duty machines from Japan, US and Eutope, and high-quality/fashionable construction materials including interior
goods like high-quality furniture. Most of the second-hand cars coming from Japan switch a side of the steering wheel in Dubai
as people drive on the right in Rwanda. Now, it is prohibited to import right-handed cars to avoid car accidents.

India and South Africa are popular places to receive medical treatment for relatively rich people. The medical skills are recognized
to be higher than those in Rwanda and the cost is cheaper than that in Europe. In the past, then-Mayor of Kigali City went to
India for her diabetes treatment.

I assume the situation is not so different in other African countries and people are quite active to cross countries and continents.
It seems that the pace of globalization is the same or even faster in Africa than in Japan.

i i We have decided to conduct sweet
& potato intercropping at our apple
site (ref: Monthly Rwanda vol.55).
More than 10,000 of relatively new
types of sweet potato cuttings were
transplanted to the site
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A view from our
apple field, two-hour
drive from Kigali.
Ugandan border is
only a-few-minute
drive away
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A mango tree at our house has started to bear
fruits. We are told that we can try the taste in
Decernber
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Apple trees are 88
tied by ropes so
that the branches
Children near ~ 8row horizontally
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