Mon th ly Rwanda Vol.65 September 20, 2013
Reported by Toshikazu MITO @R(E\(I]egl;gaz ‘

E-mail: mitotoshi@gmail.com

<Ph.D. course at Kyoto University>
I have gone through the entrance procedure and am entering the Ph.D. course of Kyoto University from October this year.

As my future plan, I want to be involved in the educational sector like I did at one rural university in Rwanda in 2011 (ref: vol.45
of the Monthly Rwanda). More specifically, I am keen on sharing my excitement of working in developing countries to Japanese
young people through higher education. According to a news article published in this June by Yomiuri News in Japan, 55% of
university students considered that it was too late to become a global citizen even if they received necessary education, and only
30% of university students wished to be active in the international field. As Japanese population and economy are shrinking very
rapidly, this tendency is very risky for the future of Japan. We cannot survive unless positively participating in the international
community. I want to deliver the message to the young that working abroad is not so hard as it looks like when we confine
ourselves in Japan.

However, many universities demand a doctoral degree to work there. Thus, I have made a decision to try to obtain it.

The challenge is that receiving the degree usually takes three to five years and many universities make it compulsory to physically
go to school. Although I have made a decision to join a Ph.D. course, I could not endure the situation where I would be away
from practical fields for such a long time especially when some missions in Rwanda (e.g. vol.63 of the Monthly Rwanda) were not
yet complete.

The doctoral course at the Graduate School of Global Environmental Studies of Kyoto University is one of a very limited
number of universities in the world that satisfy my demand. In the course, I am allowed to be based in Rwanda for the whole
time and continue my missions while conducting the Ph.D. research. It seems that most of communication with my instructor
can be done by Skype, with some exceptions of physical visits to Kyoto once a year or so. As Kyoto is one of the best towns in
Japan that preserve traditional culture and architecture, the visit is a tun part of the study, too.

The instructor has been very helpful to design my research and we had intensive discussions especially before having an oral
entrance exam to make a presentation about my study plan at Kyoto University (I was back to Japan and visited Kyoto for about
a week at the end of August to take the exam).

At this moment, the research topic is entitled “Analyzing contribution of national leadership/ownership to sustainable
development in Rwanda through case studies of the government efforts on fight against corruption, gender balancing, and
eradication of asbestos”. Through this research, my intention is to prove the following hypothesis: ‘We can clarify importance of
national leadership/ownership and how it has functioned in the context of supporting realization of sustainable development at
the early stage of national development in Rwanda through case studies of analyzing the government efforts from multi angles’

Rwanda’s basic infrastructure was severely destroyed in 1994 genocide, but the country is now ranked as the best progressing
country in Sub-Sahara Africa on the Millennium Development Goals together with Mali (ref: ONE Campaign study). The annual
real GDP growth rate between 2008 and 12 is 8.2%. Moreover, Rwanda was categorized in top 20% of the most corrupt
countries in 1996 and it is now situated in top 30% of the least corrupt countries (in 2011 according to 2012 World Bank
research). Further, the ratio of women at the lower house is the world highest (the figure has increased to 64% by the recent
patliamentary election). I believe that those achievements right after the genocide have been only possible through strong
leadership/ownership by the Government of Rwanda.

However, I have not found any precedent academic studies focusing on this topic in Africa so far, thus completing this research
might be quite challenging. But my intention is to prove that sustainable development in impoverished countries (especially in
Africa) would never be realized by continuous development assistance unless the recipient country herself becomes serious about
her own development. I believe Rwanda has the best chance to demonstrate this point among all countries in Sub-Saharan
Africa.

Additionally, this study would be my official record about what I have found and learned in Rwanda. Further, this research would
bring me an opportunity to get connected with high ranking decision makers in Rwanda hopefully including the head of state.
Obtaining the degree takes three years at the shortest period. Let me commence this new marathon and let’s see how it goes.
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