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<Update>

1. Family reunion

In March and April, I returned to Japan to bring my wife and 4.5-month-old baby back to Rwanda. I have not been in the spring
time of Japan for a long time, so it was nice to see cherry blossoms after many years.

It has been our family reunion since December last year, and our baby Shota could not recognize me and even shunned my eye
contact. But now the situation is improved. It is a happy moment to see him fall asleep in my arms after a big yawn.

During my stay in Japan, I could also see my ex-colleagues at the Japanese Government in addition to old friends. Also, I could
have a short visit again to Kesennuma in Tohoku area to see the situation of recovery from the big earthquake and Tsunami in
2011. Although reconstruction is in process, the challenge is huge as the atea is suffering from depopulation and severe society
aging even without the disaster.

I had two opportunities to talk about my job and life in Rwanda as well. One was at my graduated high school in Yokohama and
the other was at the Japan Women’s University. I always love to share my experiences in Rwanda and excitement to work in
developing countries, especially to young generations in Japan.

2. Securing a long-term contract

Finally, first ever since 2009, I have secured a long-term contract at the Rwanda Housing Authority as an international technical
advisor of the project to eradicate asbestos from buildings in Rwanda. Although it is a part-time job (two days per week) and the
mission is exactly the same as what I have done in the past, it is great to have an official status and increase a possibility to
financially survive in Rwanda. The work has not yet fully started but as the signed contract is with me now, I am looking forward
to going deeper into the Government of Rwanda and helping practical and meaningful works. My wife Yuri has also started again
to work at the Embassy of Japan in Rwanda in charge of the Grant Assistance for Grassroots Projects (GGP).

3. A book published

Targeting Japanese readers, one book was recently published by Hideki Ota, who visited Rwanda in 2011 during his world travel.
The book is appealing how important for the young in Japan to look abroad and grab opportunities globally, and my experiences
in Rwanda are also introduced in several pages. I read the book myself right after its publication, and I strongly felt the authot’s
zeal and seriousness to change people’s inward mindset.

http:/ /www.amazon.co.jp/ YeE6%97%A5%EG6%09CY% ACY%E3%81%8C%E3%83% A4%E3%:83%90%E3%82%A4%E3%81%A
7%E3%81%AF%E3%81%AA%E3%81%8F%E3%80%81%E4%B8%:96%E7%95%8C%E3%81%8C%E3%82%AA%E3%:83
Y%A2%E3%82%B7%E3%83% ADY%E3%82%A4%E3%81%8B%E3%82%89%E5%83%95%E3%82%89%E3%81%AF%E5%8
B%95%E3%81%8F%E3%:80%82-%E5%A4%AA%E7%94%B0%E8%:8B%B1%E5%9F%BA /dp /4902097575

4. New journey in Rwanda by Shota

We left Japan one day after our baby Shota finished BCG and other vaccinations (in his 4.5 months). To our big relief, he did not
cry hard during the two flights of total 20 hours from Tokyo to Kigali (he rather cried a lot when we moved to Narita airport in
Japan by a rented car and when he was bound to a baby car seat). Flight crew and other passengers were very friendly to him, and
he was also fine to encounter people from different parts of the globe and smiled back to them.

The weather in Kigali is much milder than that in Tokyo, and he already loves the climate and the nature. A reliable baby-sitter is
now hired and a baby car seat was purchased from a couple coming from South Africa.

We already introduced Shota to many friends and we received very warm welcomes. One woman said to me, ‘What is a child
policy in Japan? Is it the same one-child policy like China? If not, have more kids as he is so cute!” One of our security guards and
an experienced female handicraft weaver both told me, ‘He is a photocopy of you!” It is funny to me to use the word ‘photocopy’
as it sounds cheap, but I love their pure and gentle compliment.

The life with a small baby is a little bit different for us, but we want to continue our stay in Rwanda without forgetting why we are
here and what we should do and achieve in Rwanda. Additionally, I appreciate very much support done by our parents, who took
care of three of us duting our long stay in Japan. They are missing Shota so much but we will communicate by Skype regularly.
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A big pool brought
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