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<Retrospect of 2012>

A happy new year! I wish 2013 will become a prosperous year for all the readers.

In 2012, the biggest news was apparently arrival of our first baby Shota. Together with my wife Yuri, they are doing fine and
Shota is getting bigger and crying a lot, which is a unique job of a newborn. They are still in Japan.

We are communicating through Skype and expecting to join together in Rwanda in the spring (although I feel irresponsible as a
father to live separately and want to live together as soon as possible, this is the eatliest timing for Shota to get on a plane), but
whether we can realize this depends on how I can stabilize my job and income.

Sadly, I missed out an opportunity to secure the long-term contract that I mentioned on vol.55. This was due to quite
unfortunate miscommunication, misunderstanding, and some logistical etrors during the recruitment process (it is a long
story...), but it happens a lot in Africa. So, I need to accept it and move forward.

Most of the time in 2012, the Embassy of Japan in Rwanda offered some consultation assignments and saved me. Even now, 1
am dealing with a short research mission on behalf of the embassy. Although my hope is to focus on tasks for environmental
protection in Rwanda, I really appreciate the embassy’s generosity of having provided for me means of survival.

At the same time, especially after October, my involvement in asbestos eradication (tef: vol42 and vol.55) became deeper. 1
joined intensive training sessions of safe asbestos removal in many places in Rwanda as a leading trainer. I would like to report it
in more details at the next volume of the Monthly Rwanda.

Right now, I am discussing with Rwanda Housing Authority (RHA) my obtaining a long-term contract as an asbestos advisor.
RHA is a leading agency for asbestos eradication. I hope to secure this opportunity soon but this would be a part-time job at the
best. Therefore, I need to find additional jobs as well, hopefully in the waste management field.

In short, life is not easy. But I am afraid life is not easy even working in Japan or other developed countries. Types of difficulties
are different, but the grass is always greener on the other side. In 2013, I want to call my approach to job opportunities as the
‘scab periphery approach’. The idea is similar to the one to appeal importance of getting out of our comfort zone. Without
challenging something uncomfortable but new, we can never be grown up.

The scab periphery is a bit itchy and uncomfortable, but the area is most active in metabolism and new skin will come out from
there. I still believe that challenging something new with moderate difficulties continuously is the key to make our life rich. And
living in Rwanda and trying to work on environmental protection is my scab periphery at this moment.

A slight difference of the scab periphery approach from simply indicating importance of getting out of our comfort zone is that I
don’t want to deal with a central area of the scab. If you scratch that area, you cannot see regeneration of skin but only find more
bleeding. Thus, leaving our comfort zone is a good idea but we should not go too far. That is what I want to mean by the scab
petiphery approach.

How long can I stay in the ‘scab periphery’ by staying and working in Rwanda? I need to deliberate over this point this year.

One moth has passed since his birth,
and Shota is changing every day
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