三 戸優理

My friend journalist working at Kyoto News in Japan visited Rwanda recently, and distributed articles on our activities to various
local news papers in the whole Japan. This article illustrates how one Rwandan lady named Agnesta has improved her life through
the business to weave and sell Rwandan traditional baskets to Japanese hihg-end consumers. The business has been established by
Ms. Ozawa who runs an interior shop in Shizuoka prefecture in Japan with support from my spouse Yuri, who is in charge of local
coordination with weaver associations and relating public offices. Although she is physically handicapped and her daughter had to
work as a prostitute, Agnesta has now obtained a stable job as a basket weaver and she can be proud that she is equal to other
women. People are still deeply traumatized both physically and mentally due to the genocide in 1994, but she says that getting
together at the workshop, and chatting and joking each other can help them to forget the difficult past gradually.
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＜新聞記事＞

共同通信の知人の記者がルワンダを先日訪問し、私たちの活動を紹介する記事を日本全国に配信してくださいました。
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<Dealing with improvement of a landfill in Rwanda>
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- People: Toshikazu Mito The workplace is a landfill in the suburb of Kigali, the capital
of Rwanda, where all kinds of waste are brought in such as
slippers of a luxurious hotel, syringes, and plastic bottles.
He supports improving an existing landfill, designing
standards of a new landfill, etc. as a consultant of the United
Nations Development Programme (UNDP).
‘I come here almost every day. I saw many natural fires
caused by waste and the site was filled with smokes and bad
smells at the beginning, but the situation is much better now’.
The waste was dumped disorderly and it tended to fall down
to the cliff next to the site where the natural fires were often
created. He has taken measures to compress the waste by
heavy duty machines, to cover the compressed waste by soil,
and to enhance waste decomposition by encouraging bacteria
activities.
‘The measures have been developed by experts at Fukuoka
University in Japan. They are not ‘high-tech’, but this method
is more effective in developing countries’.
He moved to Kigali in March 2007 when he wished to be
dispatched to UNDP while working at the Japanese Ministry
of the Environment (MOE).
After two years, he resigned MOE and decided to stay in
Kigali.
He demonstrated how to put off fires by using shovels where
field workers understand neither English nor French, and
checked groundwater quality at the surrounding area by using
a water quality analysis kit purchased by his own expense.
Those trial-and-error efforts are gradually achieving some
results.
‘There are significant reconstruction and economic
development happening in Rwanda, and proper solid waste
management becomes more are more complicated and
challenging. I want to continue the current work until seeing
establishment of a new landfill that satisfies modern landfill
standards’. He was born in Hiroshima, Japan and is aged 38.
He lives with his wife in Kigali.

