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“Aid for Africa – We need investment for Sustainable 
Development”

Unfortunately, the typical image of Africa is pessimistic 
such as war, famine, poverty, pandemic, etc. However, 
through my experiences in Rwanda, I do not agree with 
the recognition. In order to realize sustainable 
development, we need to choose the best measures to be 
taken respectively by investigating target countries and 
regions.✦✦✦✦✦The important point of view is 
‘investment’. For instance, Rwanda has experienced a 
drastic change in the past decade. This country is known 
for tragic genocide evoked in 1994, but the present 
situation is very different from that in the 90s. We see 
almost no internal conflicts and the country has become 
one of the safest and most peaceful countries in Africa.✦✦✦✦✦The political stability seems to be supported 
by people, who really want to maintain peace based on 
their traumatic and deeply hurt memories on the 
genocide. ✦✦✦✦✦One of booming industries in this 
country is tourism. Although the Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP) is just over two billion US dollars, the 
revenue from tourist businesses in Rwanda counts 
around US$3 million; tourism is the third biggest 
industry. The highlight of this sector is an eco-tour 
visiting mountain gorillas.✦✦✦✦✦Habitation of wild 
mountain gorillas is currently about 700 in the world and 
all of them live in the national boarder area including the 
national park located in the north-west of Rwanda. The 
uniqueness of the tour is that it is taking measures to 
protect the ecosystem. In general, visitors can choose to 
see seven gorilla families and each group is restricted to 
have members up to eight visitors. Additionally, each 
group can only visit each gorilla family up to one hour 
per day.✦✦✦✦✦It is natural to predict that capacity to 
receive visitors for this tour would reach its limit 
sometime later. However, Rwanda is known as ‘a 
country of a thousand hills’ and we can enjoy 
magnificent views of endless hills, which is attractive for 
visitors. With considering other selling points such as 
organic coffee/tee, simple but elegant handiworks, epic 
drum performance and traditional dances, and general 

characters of local people who are friendly to foreign visitors, we can expect high potentials of developing highly value-
added and environmentally friendly tourism.✦✦✦✦✦So far, most of the visitors are from western countries and we see 
only a few tourists coming from Japan, which is quite far from Rwanda. However, if the number of Japanese tourists 
increases gradually and their demands become clearer, this would encourage the Rwandan side to improve their tourism 
bases. We can expect that human interaction will enhance other business development. New investment will also be 
promoted.✦✦✦✦✦Sustainable development can be realized through healthy economic development of the country. 
When a landlocked and developing country like Rwanda can make the tourist industry as their key industry, it must 
become a leading case for poverty reduction. As one measure to get rid of one-sided dependence on aid, how about 
establishing a new relationship where we can expect mutual benefits from investment through travels?✦✦✦✦✦ Instead of 
being worried about difficult conditions in remote Africa from Japan and entrusting aid tasks to governments and 
international agencies, I believe that each individual can contribute to healthy development of developing countries by 
traveling and visiting the countries by ourselves.      
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“Voice from Rwanda – Develop capacity of medical human 
resources for  promoting investment”

<Abstract>

-Rwanda is a relatively small landlocked country located in the 
centre of Africa and almost along the equator. 

- Many people might know this country as the country that faced 
1994 genocide through movies such as the ‘Hotel Rwanda’.✦✦✦✦✦
- Despite this disastrous occurrence, Rwanda is experiencing a 
rapid economic growth.

- Current domestic security condition is one of the best in Africa.

- However, some people might even think that Rwanda is still 
under war. The precise information on this country should be 
shared and delivered in order to make aid activities effective.✦✦✦✦✦
- The followings are key facts to understand the present Rwanda:

1)Population density is one of the highest in Africa.

2)80 to 90% of people are living by subsistence farming and most of 
them do not have income opportunities.

3)Land area per person is not sufficient for subsistence agriculture and 
the government is trying to develop highly value-added industries such 
as eco-tourism and ICT.✦✦✦✦✦
- Therefore, investment for developing such industries is more 
important than traditional donor assistance.

- In this point, the challenge is that although the security 
condition is good, the living condition is still not satisfactory for 
foreign investors to stay long with their families (e.g. lack of high 
educational opportunities for their children, an incomplete 
medical  care system, etc.).  ✦✦✦✦✦
- Specifically, insufficiency of the medical care level is critical.✦✦✦✦✦
- Japanese medical schools and institutes must consider to offer 
opportunities to young Rwandans of studying and mastering 
appropriate medical skills and practicing back in Rwanda.

- Japan is known as longevity of people. Japanese contribution to
improving the medical care system in Rwanda can have a 
significant impact and give a chance for mutual development.

Rwanda is known as the Land 

of a thousand hills and actually 

covered with many hills.

Kigali, capital city of Rwanda. 

The population of Kigali is 

around one million.


